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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING, FEBRUARY 8 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, FRED 
BROWN S FEBRUARY 8 PRESS BRIEFING: 

Q: HAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR AMBASSADOR YOUNG HAD ANY 
COMMENT ON THE MURDER OF THREE JESUIT PRIESTS AND FOUR NUNS 
ON SATURDAY NIGHT? 

A: REGARDING THE DEATHS OF THE CIVILIANS THAT YOU REFER TO, 

THE CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND NUNS IN RHODESIA, THE UNITED 
STATES CONDEMNS THESE MURDERS. THE UNITED STATES CONDEMNS 
THE MURDER OF INNOCENT CIVILIANS WHEREVER AND WHENEVER IT 
OCCURS. THESE INEXCUSABLE KILLINGS IN RHODESIA FORCEFULLY 
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ILLUSTRATE THE NECESSITY FOR ALL PARTIES TO CONTINUE THEIR 
EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE RHODESIA 
PROBLEM. 

Q: TO FOLLOW THAT UP, HAS AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID ANYTHING 
SINCE, OF COURSE, HE IS CLOSEST TO THIS? 
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A: I HAVE NOT SEEN ANY REPORTING EITHER IN THE MEDIA OR 
OFFICIAL TRAFFIC WITH REGARD TO HIS REMARKS ON THIS. 

Q: YOU DON'T EXPECT THAT HE WILL? 

A: I HAVE NO EXPECTATION. I AM JUST SAYING I HAVE NOT SEEN 
ANYTHING AS YET. BUT I HAVE GIVEN YOU THE DEPARTMENT'S 
COMMENT ON THIS EVENT. 

Q: THE SECRETARY HAS NOW SEEN AMBASSADOR RICHARD TWICE, 

I UNDERSTAND, IN TWO DAYS. IS AN EFFORT BEING MADE NOW 
EITHER TO RE-INVOLVE THE UNITED STATES IN A MUCH MORE 
DIRECT WAY IN THE NEGOTIATION. OR IS THERE A NEW COMPRO- 
MISE ANGLO-AMERICAN PLAN THAT IS BEING FORMULATED? 

A: IN VIEW OF THE SECRETARY'S TALKS TODAY AND OUR OTHER 
TALKS THAT HAVE BEEN GOING ON. INCLUDING AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S 
TRIP TO AFRICA, I AM NOT GOING TO SPECULATE ON WHAT 
DIRECTION U.S. POLICY WITH REGARD TO RHODESIA AND SOUTHERN 
AFRICA MIGHT TAKE. 

Q: WELL NOW. YOU HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO SAY IN THE PAST, 

IN THE LAST WEEK OR SO, THAT THE UNITED STATES, IN EFFECT, 

IS ALLOWING BRITAIN TO TAKE THE LEAD; IT IS THE BRITISH 
PROPOSAL THAT IS UP FRONT. 

A: YES. THAT REMAINS THE CASE. IN OTHER WORDS, I AM NOT 
GOING TO GO FURTHER OR ADD TO WHAT I HAVE SAID SEVERAL 
TIMES ABOUT THE CENTRAL LEADING ROLE OF THE BRITISH IN 
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THIS MATTER. 

Q: YOU STILL SUPPORT THE BRITISH PLAN? 


A: YES. 


Q: AND YET PRESIDENT KAUNDA, AT LEAST, THE OTHER DAY SAID 
THAT BRITAIN HAS NEITHER THE WILL NOR THE STRENGTH NOR 
THE CAPABILITY TO DO IT AND IT DEPENDS ON THE UNITED 
STATES. DOES THAT CAUSE THE DEPARTMENT TO REASSESS 
WHETHER THE UNITED STATES SHOULDN'T ONCE AGAIN ASSUME THE 
LEADING ROLE? 

A: IT CAUSES US ONLY TO SAY THAT WE SUPPORT THE BRITISH 
EFFORTS IN THIS MATTER. 

Q: THE BRITISH HAVE FALLEN FLAT ON THEIR FACE. 

A: THAT IS YOUR DESCRIPTION OF IT. I WOULD NOT ACCEPT 
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THAT. WE ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT THEIR PLAN AND THEIR 
EFFORTS, AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

Q: BUT, YOU CAN’T REALLY TELL US THAT THE U.S. IS NOW 
THINKING ABOUT RE-INVOLVING ITSELF MORE DEEPLY? 

A: I CANNOT BECAUSE, AS I JUST SAID, WE HAVE CONSULTATIONS 
AND DISCUSSIONS AND EXPLORATIONS WHICH ARE IN PROGRESS AND, 
AS I MENTIONED A COUPLE OF DAYS AGO WHEN WE STARTED OUT 
DISCUSSING THE TRIP OF AMBASSADOR YOUNG, HE IS GOING TO 
COME BACK AND REPORT HIS FINDINGS TO THE SECRETARY AND TO 
THE PRESIDENT, AND WE ARE GOING TO LOOK AT WHAT IS 
POSSIBLE THEREAFTER. I REALLY CANNOT GIVE YOU ANY KIND OF 
GUESS AS TO WHAT DIRECTIONS MIGHT BE TAKEN. 

Q: WHAT THEN IS THE PURPOSE OF THE CURRENTINTENSIVE ROUND 
OF TALKS, BECAUSE ALL OF THE WORDS THAT YOU JUST USED YOU 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 029401 

USED BEFORE THIS ROUND OF TALKS BEGAN? 

A: WE ARE LOOKING AT THE PROBLEM. OBVIOUSLY, A GREAT DEAL 
OF PROGRESS REMAINS TO BE ACHIEVED BEFORE YOU CAN HAVE A 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN RHODESIA, NOT TO MENTION THE REST OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. SO, IT SEEMS TO ME SELF-EVIDENT THAT WE 
WANT TO CONTINUE OUR DISCUSSIONS ON THIS AND TRY TO MOVE 
THE MATTER AHEAD. THE RHODESIA PROBLEM HAS NOT BEEN 
SOLVED AND WE ARE DOING WHAT WE CAN TO HELP SOLVE IT. 

Q: APROPOS OF THAT, THE ONE SURVIVING PRIEST. WHO HAS BEEN 
THERE A LONG TIME, IDENTIFIED THE MURDERERS AS NATIONALIST 
TERRORISTS. NOW, I AM JUST WONDERING SINCE THE PARTICI- 
PANTS IN THIS VARIED DISCUSSION INCLUDE THOSE WHO MAINTAIN 
TERRORISTS. HOW CAN IT BE REASONABLY EXPECTED THAT THEY 
WILL WANT TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE PEOPLE, YOU KNOW, WHO ARE 
CONNECTED WITH THIS MASSACRE? SINCE WE DON'T NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE PLO, HOW CAN WE REASONABLY EXPECT MR. SMITH S 
GOVERNMENT TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE PEOPLE THAT MURDERED ALL 
THESE CLERGY? 

A: I WILL STICK WITH WHAT I HAVE SAID IN CONDEMNING THIS 
VILE ACT AND NOT ADD TO IT IN ANY WAY. 

Q: WOULD THIS ALSO INCLUDE LAST MONTH'S MURDER OF THE 
RETIRED CATHOLIC BISHOP OF BULAWAYO AND ONE NUN AND ONE 
PRIEST? I MEAN THIS IS A GENERAL QUESTION. 

A: IT WOULD INCLUDE ASSASSINATIONS AND VIOLENT CRIMES OF 
THIS SORT WHEREVER THEY OCCUR, INCLUDING THE ONES THAT YOU 
ARE ALLUDING TO. 
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Q : YES. YOU ALSO SPOKE OUT ON THIS LAST MONTH WHEN THIS 
HAPPENED? 

A: I DO NOT RECALL WHETHER YOU ASKED ME LAST MONTH ON THAT, 
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BUT IF WE HAD BEEN ASKED TO COMMENT ON AN ASSASSINATION OF 
THIS SORT, WE WOULD HAVE RESPONDED IN THOSE DIRECT TERMS. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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